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ABSTRACT- 

Cities are created by the communities inhabiting in them, with their day-to-day activities, 

molding the shape of the city , morphing into a fabric, unique to the city itself. City , might be “A 

Designed City”, a geometric form, which is also called “A Planned City” or “An Artificial City”. 

And a city might be a spontaneous city, which involves no designers, an irregular city, having an 

organic form, which has evolved owing to the characteristics of the settlements dwelling in 

them, called “Natural Cities”.What does it take to create “Dynamic Eco-cities, that are resilient 

and self-sustaining, that function as an eco-system, catering to the human needs, enhancing the 

tangible and intangible forms of the urban spaces, and at the same time, addressing the public 

realm, simultaneously redefining architecture, that not only aims at creating spaces to dwell in, 

for the present generation, but its design also encompasses the solutions for the concerns of 

the future generations. This paper aims at focusing on the concepts of “Garden City”, by Sir 

Ebenzer Howard, and also the magnets of the city that tend to provide  leverage for creating 

such resilient eco-cities. 
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A city is “a relatively large, dense and permanent settlement of socially heterogeneous 

individuals.”    

                                                                                                                                              -L.Wirth,1938 

“a point of maximum concentration for the power and culture of the community.” 

                                                                                                                                               -Mumford,1938 

Very appropriately quoted in Spiro Kostof’s  “The City Shaped”. We experience a city and the 

creation of an everlasting impression ,the imprints of it on our minds, essentially depends on 

the feel of it, while walking down the streets, exploring accessibility options, figuring out how to 
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reach our destination nodes, the skyline we watch and admire, and overall, the urban fabric 

that continues to engage our senses, and enhance the quality of our livelihoods and keep us 

anchored to such defined nodes in the city  ,which have been rightly called “magnets”, by Sir 

Ebenzer Howard.  

What role do these magnets play in forming or shaping a city? As elaborated by Sir Ebenzer 

Howard, these are the magnets, the dynamic places of a city, that attract people to come and 

reside, and work. These people in turn , create the city or shape the city, desirably , into an eco-

city, that ,like an eco-system, functions by it interdependence on various elements or zones of 

the city, and becomes a self-sustained model, resilient enough to withstand interference and 

survive through the ups and downs of economic and environmental factors and other foreign 

invasion.    

“If we still believe that cities are the most complicated artifact we have created, if we believe 

further that they are cumulative, generational artifacts that harbor our values as a community 

and provide us with the setting where we can learn to live together, then it is our collective 

responsibility to guide their design.”                               

                                                                                                                                                  -Spiro Kostof 

It is our responsibility therefore, to reinvigorate such magnets of the city and channelize their 

design and functioning, so that the urban problems of squatter settlements, agglomeration of 

economies, pollution, overcrowding, traffic congestions, that plague the city, can be eliminated. 

Garden City movement (1898), by Sir Ebenzer Howard, mentions three magnets to address the 

question, “Where will people go?”. The three magnets being, ‘Town’, ’Country’ and ‘Town-

Country’ magnets. The ideal choice being the ‘Town-Country magnet’, which is an 

amalgamation of town and countryside, with an aim of providing social, economical, physical 

and environmental benefits, an effective merge of nature, infrastructure and economy. 
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  Fig 1- Garden city concept, by Sir Ebenzer Howard                      

“Cities are amalgams of buildings and people. They are inhabited settings from which daily 

rituals –the mundane and the extra-ordinary, the random and the staged- derive their validity 

in the urban artifact and its mutations are condensed continuities of time and place. The city is 

the ultimate memorial of our struggles and glories; it is where the pride of the past is set on 

display.” 

                                                                                    -Michael Aston, The Landscape of  Towns,1976   

 From this understanding of how magnanimous and significant the role of a city is for its users, 

it throws substantial light to mandate the power of resilience of cities. This initiates an urge to 

rethink and reconsider the concept of the “Garden City” and infuse it into our present day 

cities. An ideal ‘Garden City’, by Sir Ebenzer Howard, has spatially differentiated zones of 

commercial, industrial, residential and public utilitarian values, with wide roads, parks and 

private lawns in between and green belts of agriculture in the periphery, and an overall radial 

pattern. 

After a city has reached its target population, new interconnected nodes may be developed, 

which should be given sufficient space around it to accommodate various functional zones and 

green belts in the outer ring. These establishments need to be inter-connected by excellent 

road networks to provide leverage for mass rapid transit systems. The final model resulting in a 

cluster of cities grouped around a central city, but each being effectively connected to the other 
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and each of them having their own distinct zones, surrounded by a peripheral ring of 

agriculture. 

 Thus, the area reserved permanently for agriculture, the economy sector ,the highest 

contributor to India’s GDP, enables the farm people , to not only continue their occupation, but 

also gives them the assurance of a platform to sell their produce, in the intermediate markets 

and cultural centers. This also proves beneficial to the residential zone, thereby strengthening 

their interdependency and extends holistic approach to the city’s functioning as an eco-system.    

 

   

Fig 2- Garden city concept, by Sir Ebenzer Howard 

This concept, if applied to our present day cities will definitely add value to our social and 

cultural existence, with the added leverage by infrastructure and economy, will promote bio-

diversity and environment-friendly living, a sustainable model, efficient enough to create 

resilient eco-cities. 
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